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Exploring Heritage 

Explore the wealth of history 
and heritage in each of WA’s 
regions. From walking tours in 
the city to road trips through 
the vast Western Australian 
outback, visiting historic and 
cultural sites provides a 
unique experience for all 
visitors to our State. 

Heritage is important for understanding the story of Western Australia – its history, 

identity and its people. Heritage values can take the form of landmarks, buildings and 

their contents, structures, gardens, cemeteries, memorials, landscapes, archaeologi-

cal sites and the stories associated with them. 

Heritage Perth defines heritage as “Those things from the past which are valued 

enough today to save for the people of tomorrow” (Heritage Perth 2020). Many of us 

are proud of our local history because it often builds a sense of shared community 

identity. Heritage sites and buildings can be considered the physical representation 

of an area’s identity and culture (University of Toronto 2020). Across Western 

Australia, there are many historical sites that form part of our state’s unique identity. 

For example, we recognise Fremantle for its beautiful historic buildings and 

Purnululu for its rich connection to the local aboriginal culture and its unique natural 

landscapes. 

In Western Australia, we protect heritage under the Heritage Act 2018 and the 

Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972. Cultural heritage is classified for its significance and 

historical, aesthetic, scientific, social and/or spiritual values (Heritage Perth 2020). 

By protecting our cultural heritage sites, we are showing our respect for their 

significance, supporting local cultural identity and tourism, and providing opportuni-

ties to learn from our past and understand other cultures. 

Aboriginal Heritage 

Aboriginal sites are of immense cultural, scientific, educational and historic 

interest and provide Aboriginal people with an important link to their present 

and past culture.  

(DPLA 2020) 

Western  Australia has a wealth of Aboriginal heritage which provides an important 

connection for Aboriginal people to their past and their culture.  Under the Aboriginal 

Heritage Act 1972, the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage works with 

Aboriginal people to protect and manage significant places (DPLA 2020). 

Source: The Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage 

https://www.dplh.wa.gov.au/preserving-aboriginal-sites-grants-program


The Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage is responsible for: 

• Protecting Aboriginal Heritage 

• Assisting with compliance with the Aboriginal Heritage Act 
1972 

• Providing access to heritage information 

The Aboriginal Heritage Inquiry System (AHIS) is an online tool 

that provides details about Aboriginal heritage sites in Western 

Australia.    Access to departmental information on Aboriginal 

sites, other heritage places and Aboriginal Heritage Surveys is 

available through AHIS via the following link https://

www.dplh.wa.gov.au/information-and-services/online-services/

aboriginal-heritage-inquiry-system 

Review of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 

A review of the Aboriginal Heritage Act is currently underway in an effort to improve the protection of Aboriginal 

heritage. The new legislation will include:  

• An updated definition of what constitutes Aboriginal heritage, cultural landscapes and place-based intangible 
heritage.  

• All Aboriginal heritage continues to be protected under the new Act.  

• Encourage agreements between Aboriginal people and land use proponents.  

• A new directory, to replace the Register of Aboriginal Places and Objects, which reflects the broader scope of 
heritage in the new legislation.  

• Offences and penalties brought into line with the Heritage Act 2018 and other modern legislation.  

• Extending the period within which enforcement action must be commenced to five years. 

Further information and fact sheets are available via www.dplh.wa.gov.au (Department of Planning Lands & 

Heritage 2019). Integrate Sustainability will explore this topic in further depth in a future insight. 

Historical Heritage 

In Western Australia, our cultural heritage is recognised, identified and documented as per 

the Heritage Act 2018. The Act also provides provisions for the conservation, use and 

development of places of cultural heritage significance (The Government of Western 

Australia 2019).   

The Heritage Act 2018 establishes the Heritage Council of Western Australia as the Western 

Australian State Government’s advisory body on historic heritage matters. The council's 

primary responsibilities include: 

• Making decisions about places to be entered into the State Register of Heritage Places, and 

• Provide advice to decision-makers and custodians on the development of heritage places (DPLA 2020). The 
heritage has developed several policies and guidelines that clarify how heritage places are recognised, 
protected and promoted and the role of the council in these matters.  

The State Register ensures that places of State significance are recognised and any proposed changes to the area 

respect and preserve the surrounding heritage values. A site listed on the 

Heritage Council’s Assessment Program is a site that the Heritage Council 

has an interest in and will be assessed and considered for inclusion on the 

State Register of Heritage Places (DPLA 2020). 

Local governments, as key decision-makers in urban planning and 

development, also play an essential role in the conservation management 

of heritage places. Local governments are required to adopt a heritage list 

and ensure that local planning policies make provisions for heritage areas 

that co-inside with the Heritage Council’s advice on the conservation of 

heritage places (DPLA 2020). 

Source: The Conversation 
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https://www.dplh.wa.gov.au/information-and-services/online-services/aboriginal-heritage-inquiry-system
https://www.dplh.wa.gov.au/information-and-services/online-services/aboriginal-heritage-inquiry-system
https://www.dplh.wa.gov.au/information-and-services/online-services/aboriginal-heritage-inquiry-system
http://www.dplh.wa.gov.au
https://www.dplh.wa.gov.au/policy-and-legislation/heritage-legislation,-policies-and,-guidelines/heritage-policies-and-guidelines
https://theconversation.com/separate-but-unequal-the-sad-fate-of-aboriginal-heritage-in-western-australia-51561
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Review of Heritage of WA Act  

In July 2019, the Heritage Act 2018 replaced the former Heritage of WA Act 

which streamlines the process for entering a heritage place onto the State 

Register.  The new legislation aims to provide better protection for heritage 

places and improve transparency by publishing the Heritage Council’s 

advice to the Minister for Heritage.  

Find out more about your local heritage 

Places of historic significance are all around us. Want to learn more about your local heritage sites? Have a look at the 

following resources for information on heritage sites: 

• Museums - local museums often have a wealth of historical information about your local area 

• Council records - visit your local council’s website for information on heritage sites and buildings in your area 

• Historical societies and organisations, such as 

 Heritage Perth 

 The Royal Western Australian Historical Society 

 History Council of Western Australia 

• Browse historical records from the  

 State Library of Western Australia 

 State Records Office WA 

 Trove (National Library of Australia) 

• Search Australian Heritage Databases for heritage listings 

 The State Register of Heritage Places (WA) (InHerit) 

 Australian Heritage Database 

 Australian Heritage Places Inventory 

 Australian National Shipwreck Database 

 GeoHeritage (WA) 

 Landgate 

Heritage at ISPL 

Our team works with specialist archeologists and heritage experts to coordinate heritage surveys across WA.  We have 

experience supporting a range of services to support exploration and mining applications, and to develop procedures 

and plans to assist operations with managing the preservation of heritage sites. If you need assistance with heritage 

matters or connecting with your local community, please contacts us via enquires@integratesustainability.com.au or 

phone 9468 0338. 

https://heritageperth.com.au/
https://www.histwest.org.au/
https://www.historycouncilwa.org.au/
https://www.slwa.wa.gov.au/
https://www.sro.wa.gov.au/state-records-office-western-australia
https://trove.nla.gov.au/
http://inherit.stateheritage.wa.gov.au/public
http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/ahdb/search.pl
https://dmzapp17p.ris.environment.gov.au/ahpi/action/search/manage-heritage-search/landing
https://www.environment.gov.au/heritage/historic-shipwrecks/australian-national-shipwreck-database
http://www.dmp.wa.gov.au/Geological-Survey/Geoheritage-1412.aspx
https://www0.landgate.wa.gov.au/

