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NAIDOC Week is celebrated across Australia each July to celebrate the history, 
culture and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. NAIDOC is 
not only celebrated in Indigenous 
communities, but by Australians from all 
walks of life. NAIDOC week is a great 
opportunity to participate in a range of 
activities and to support your local 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
community. 

History 

NAIDOC originally stood for ‘National 
Aborigines and Islanders Day Observance 
Committee’. This committee was responsi-
ble for organising national activities during 
NAIDOC Week and now it’s acronym has 
become the name of the week itself. 
NAIDOC’s origins go back to the emergence 
of Aboriginal groups in the 1920’s that were 
seeking to raise awareness of the status and 
treatment of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people. 

6 July 2018 
Heritage 

Lawson Brandis – Environmental Specialist 

NAIDOC celebrations 

NAIDOC celebrations are held 
around Australia each July to 
celebrate the history, culture 

and achievements of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander peoples. The week is 
celebrated not just in the 

Indigenous communities, but 
also by government agencies, 

schools, local councils and 
workplaces.  

1920 – 1930 

Aboriginal rights groups boycotted Australia Day in protest against the status and 
treatment of Indigenous Australians. Several organisations sought to increase 
awareness of Aboriginal rights, particularly the Australian Aborigines Progressive 
Association (AAPA) in 1924 and the Australian Aborigines League (AAL) in 1932. In 
1935, William Cooper, founder of the AAL, drafted a petition to send to King George 
V, asking for special Aboriginal electorates in Federal Parliament. The Australian 
Government believed that the petition fell outside its constitutional responsibilities. 

1938 

On Australia Day, 1938, protestors marched through Sydney, followed by a congress 
attended by over a thousand people. This was one of the first major civil rights 
gatherings in the world, known as the Day of Mourning. Following the congress, 
William Cooper presented Prime Minister Joseph Lyons with a proposed national 
policy for Aboriginal people. This was again rejected because the Government did not 
hold constitutional powers in relation to Aboriginal people. 

1940 – 1955 

The Day of Mourning was held annually 
on the Sunday before Australia Day 
between 1940 and 1955 and was 
known as Aborigines Day. In 1955, 
Aborigines Day was shifted to the first 
Sunday in July after it was decided the 
day should not simply be a protest day, 
but also a celebration of Aboriginal 
culture. 

 



1956 – 1990 

Major Aboriginal organisations, state and federal governments, and some church groups all supported 
the formation of the National Aborigines Day Observance Committee (NADOC). 

In 1972, the Department of Aboriginal Affairs was formed, as a major outcome of the 1967 referen-
dum. 

In 1974, the NADOC committee was composed entirely of Aboriginal members for the first time. The 
following year, it was decided that the event should cover a week, from the first to second Sunday in 
July. 

In 1984, NADOC asked that National Aborigines Day be 
made a national public holiday, to help celebrate and 
recognise the rich cultural history that makes Australia 
unique. As yet this has not occurred. 

1991 – Present 

With a growing awareness of the distinct cultural 
histories of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples, NADOC was expanded to recognise Torres 
Strait Islander people and culture. The committee then 
became known as the National Aborigines and Islanders 
Day Observance Committee (NAIDOC). 

During the mid-1990s, the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission (ATSIC) took over the 
management of NAIDOC until ATSIC was disbanded in 2004-05. There were interim arrangements in 
2005. Since then a National NAIDOC Committee has made key decisions on national celebrations each 
year. 

NAIDOC Week 2018  

Each year, NAIDOC week has a specific theme. This 

year’s theme - Because of Her, We Can! - is a 

celebration of the essential role that women play in 

the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities. 

For at least 65,000 years, Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander women have carried dreaming stories, 

songlines, languages and knowledge that have kept 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culture strong. 

Some pioneering Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

women were Barangaroo, Truganini, Gladys Elphick, 

Fannie Cochrane-Smith, Evelyn Scott, Pearl Gibbs, 

Oodgeroo Noonuccal, Celuia Mapo Salee, Thancoupie, 

Justine Saunders, Gladys Nicholls, Flo Kennedy, Essie 

Coffey, Isabel Coe, Emily Kame Kngwarreye, Eleanor 

Harding, Mum Shirl, Ellie Gaffney and Gladys 

Tybingoompa. 

Prominent Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

women today include Joyce Clague, Yalmay 

Yunupingu, Evonne Goolagong Cawley, Nova Peris, 

Carol Martin, Elizabeth Morgan, Barbara Shaw, Rose 

Richards, Vonda Malone, Margaret Valadian, Lowitja 

O’Donoghue, June Oscar, Pat O’Shane, Pat Anderson, 

Jill Milroy, Banduk Marika, Linda Burney and Rosalie 

Kunoth-Monks. 

http://www.barangaroo.com/see-and-do/the-stories/barangaroo-the-woman/
https://australianmuseum.net.au/truganini-1812-1876
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/elphick-gladys-12460
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/smith-fanny-cochrane-8466
http://indigenousrights.net.au/people/pagination/evelyn_scott
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/gibbs-pearl-mary-gambanyi-12533
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Oodgeroo-Noonuccal
http://www.thancoupiebursary.com/thancoupie/
https://www.portrait.gov.au/people/justine-saunders-1953
https://www.vic.gov.au/aboriginalvictoria/community-engagement/leadership-programs/aboriginal-honour-roll/2012-victorian-aboriginal-honour-roll/lady-gladys-nicholls.html
https://trove.nla.gov.au/people/619024?c=people
https://trove.nla.gov.au/people/619024?c=people
https://trove.nla.gov.au/people/1666004?c=people
http://www.nma.gov.au/exhibitions/utopia_the_genius_of_emily_kame_kngwarreye/emily_kame_kngwarreye
https://www.vic.gov.au/aboriginalvictoria/community-engagement/leadership-programs/aboriginal-honour-roll/2012-victorian-aboriginal-honour-roll/eleanor-harding.html
https://www.vic.gov.au/aboriginalvictoria/community-engagement/leadership-programs/aboriginal-honour-roll/2012-victorian-aboriginal-honour-roll/eleanor-harding.html
https://trove.nla.gov.au/people/783718?c=people
http://indigenousrights.net.au/people/pagination/joyce_clague
http://www.evonnegoolagongfoundation.org.au/about/
https://www.australianoftheyear.org.au/alumni/connect/nova-peris/
http://www.emhaws.org.au/about-us/who-elizabeth-morgan
http://www.womenaustralia.info/leaders/biogs/WLE0712b.htm
http://www.naidoc.org.au/awards/winner-profiles/rose-richards
http://www.naidoc.org.au/awards/winner-profiles/rose-richards
http://www.torres.qld.gov.au/mayor
http://www.womenaustralia.info/biogs/IMP0213b.htm
https://www.lowitja.org.au/our-patron
https://www.lowitja.org.au/our-patron
https://www.humanrights.gov.au/about/commissioners/june-oscar-ao-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-social-justice-commissioner
http://www.womenaustralia.info/leaders/biogs/WLE0771b.htm
https://www.lowitja.org.au/pat-anderson-ao
https://research-repository.uwa.edu.au/en/persons/jill-milroy
https://www.artgallery.nsw.gov.au/collection/artists/marika-banduk/
https://www.alp.org.au/linda_burney
http://www.nma.gov.au/exhibitions/2015_australian_of_the_year_awards/rosalie_kunoth-monks_oam
http://www.nma.gov.au/exhibitions/2015_australian_of_the_year_awards/rosalie_kunoth-monks_oam
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NAIDOC celebrations are held around Australia each July to celebrate the history, culture and achievements of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. The week is celebrated not just in the Indigenous communities, but also 
by government agencies, schools, local councils and workplaces. During NAIDOC Week there are events all over the 
country, see what events are coming up near you at www.naidoc.org.au/get-involved/naidoc-week-events. 

At Integrate Sustainability we periodically have the pleasure to work with Aborigines to ensure their environmental 
and heritage concerns are communicated and considered during land developments.  We seek to raise awareness and 
to facilitate open communications between land developers and aboriginal people to ensure significant places and 
aboriginal culture are protected where possible.  We encourage every Australian to take the time to explore and 
participate in the NAIDOC week celebration with the aim of building a stronger and informed community.  

Images &  2018 National NAIDOC logo’s sourced from NAIDOC. 

http://www.naidoc.org.au/get-involved/naidoc-week-events
http://www.naidoc.org.au/resources/naidoc-logo-and-banners

